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lisliwomen with a sense of mission ? Can England send us that
number ? And if they came and taught us English and made
English our mother tongue, \ve might be a united people,
and one nation, and bring up a new culture; but what would
we do with the culture of our people built during the past
three thousand years ?
Xow, as our respected leader said, English has greatly
influenced the development of our vernaculars. In spite of
studied moderation he said that Sanskrit and Persian throt-
tled the vernaculars. I am afraid English is doing this just
now. I know that the best of our men, the very best, have
produced in English work that is the pride of even English
people. I know that the gracious lady, our President, has
done it. I know that our respected leader, Pandit Nehru,
has written prose that is ranked among the highest in English
literature. But I know that they are very exceptional. To
the mother tongue we must return if we want to live effec-
tively. English, as I said, has throttled us. Perhaps one of"
the finest ways of illustrating that from my point of view
would be this, for instance. I have written in Kannada for
35 years now. Friends say I have been doing fairly good work.
Madam President of the present session spoke in language
which must seem definitely exaggerated with reference to
me. Now in spite of 35 years of hard work, I must say that
the big men in my part of the country do not know what I
have written. A fair number know that I have written, but
what I have written they do not know. A much smaller number
have touched the books; practically no one has read them.
They are safe, but I am a loser; and by their example the
country is a loser; and if this happens all over the country ?
Just fancy, such poor beings as we are, we do our best and
are not used by our countrymen. How are we going to live
and rise as a nation ?
The thing I wished particularly to say was that, far
from disrupting this country, we are trying to build up this
country. We not only do not do harm, we really do good;
and if we are contradicted by any querulous person we are
likely to become querulous and retort: *' Only we do good and
no one else does."* Tfcat would be a stupid claim to make, for
the vernaculars by themselves cannot now do the many